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Embark on a 2 hour guided walking tour through the

vibrant neighborhoods west of the University of Pennsylvania

campus! This journey highlights the rich cultural heritage,

fascinating history, and thriving community spirit that define

West Philly. Along the way, you will discover iconic local

food spots beloved by residents, learn about important

historical landmarks, and experience the natural beauty of

Clark Park, a cherished green space at the heart of the

neighborhood. Whether you are new to the area or a longtime

resident, this tour offers an insightful glimpse into the stories

and flavors that make West Philadelphia unique.

welcome to your new
neighborhood!

welcome to your new
neighborhood!
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Historic Marker: The WoodlandsHistoric Marker: The Woodlands   
4000 Woodland Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19104

The Woodlands is a historic cemetery and arboretum known for beautiful

grounds and notable burials. One famous resident is Major General David

Bell Birney, a Philadelphia lawyer who became a Union general in the Civil

War. Birney, son of abolitionist James G. Birney, fought bravely for the

Union, famously urging his troops to “keep your eyes on that flag.”
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Don BarrigaDon Barriga   
4443 Spruce St, Philadelphia, PA 19104

Don Barriga serves up authentic Mexican flavors with a casual, welcoming

vibe. From flavorful tacos to hearty burritos, it’s a local favorite for fresh,

satisfying eats that is more than worth the walk from campus. 
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Little Free Library - S 45th StLittle Free Library - S 45th St   
509 S Melville St, Philadelphia, PA 19143

Scattered throughout Philadelphia, Little Free Libraries are small, charming

book-sharing boxes where neighbors swap stories one book at a time. 
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Historic Marker: Satterlee USA General HospitalHistoric Marker: Satterlee USA General Hospital   
Clark Park on the south side of Baltimore Avenue between 43rd & 44th Streets

During the Civil War, Satterlee General Hospital was one of the largest Union

Army hospitals and treated thousands of wounded soldiers. This site honors the

medical staff’s dedication and the crucial role that Philadelphia played in caring

for those who fought to preserve our nation.

9

Clark ParkClark Park
4300-4398 Baltimore Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19104

Clark Park is a lively space where neighbors gather for the Saturday farmers

market and other events. With big trees, walking paths, and playgrounds, it’s a

perfect spot to relax, connect, and soak up community spirit.
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Spruce Hill Bird Sanctuary, S Melville St, Philadelphia, PA 19139

A peaceful pocket of nature, this sanctuary offers a quiet escape with native plants,

songbirds, and shaded paths perfect for a short stroll or birdwatching. Each

neighborhood in West Philly has a community association, and the Spruce Hill

Community Association manages this bird sanctuary for public use.

6 Spruce Hill Bird SanctuarySpruce Hill Bird Sanctuary

Paul Robeson Mural -Paul Robeson Mural -   

grocery outletgrocery outlet
4301 Chestnut St, Philadelphia, PA 19104

Known for ever-changing shelves and deep discounts, Grocery Outlet is a go-to

budget-friendly spot. You never know if you’ll leave with organic granola, protein

cereal, or a gallon of pickles... but you’ll always save big if you make the walk!

4502 Chestnut St, Philadelphia, PA 19139

The Paul Robeson Mural celebrates the life of one of America’s most talented

and outspoken figures. Robeson was an actor, singer, athlete, and civil rights

activist whose booming voice and fearless advocacy made him a global icon.

Saad’s Halal RestaurantSaad’s Halal Restaurant
4500 Walnut St, Philadelphia, PA 19139

Famous for its halal Philly cheesesteak, Saad’s swaps pork products for halal-

friendly ingredients without sacrificing flavor. Tender beef, melty cheese, and

fresh bread make it a local favorite for both tradition and taste.

The Second mile centerThe Second mile center
214 S 45th St, Philadelphia, PA 19104

Want to try thrifting that’s actually affordable? Come to The Second Mile Center on

a Friday for a student discount! Every other weekday features rotating color-tag sales.

They rotate inventory so often, you can go back the next week and find new items.

AbyssiniaAbyssinia
229 S 45th St, Philadelphia, PA 19104

If you’re craving a dish that’s part art and adventure, Abyssinia is your spot. This

cozy Ethiopian restaurant is a beloved West Philly staple. Head upstairs to Fiume

for live music, comedy nights, and other events that keep the place buzzing.
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DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know? Paul Robeson was not only a celebrated singer, actor, Philly

native, and Rutgers alumni, but also a passionate civil rights activist who used

his fame to fight for racial equality worldwide.

netter centernetter centerA

civic housecivic houseB

The Netter Center for Community Partnerships is the heart of Penn’s local community

engagement. The center offers opportunities to build collaborative initiatives across West Philly

to address issues such as poverty, health inequities, environmental sustainability, and education.

Originally a suburban home and later St. Mary's Rectory, Civic House is now Penn’s hub for

civic engagement. It centers community organizations and social justice education, fostering

mutually beneficial collaborations between Penn and Philadelphia nonprofits.
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